
 
Ali H. Soufan 

 

His life outside of being an FBI Agent His life as an FBI Agent 

1. It was very hard for him to go on dates 
and try relationships because of 
everything going on his life as an 
agent.   Like in the book he had to 
cancel a date to go to another country 
and he said tell her I can’t make it and 
that I don’t know when I will be back. 
(page 161) 

2. Also in October of 1999 he got a 
phone call in the middle of a date with 
his future wife and he ended up telling 
her we need to finish because he was 
going to another country in less than 
twelve hours. (page 136) 

3. He went to Mansfield University for 
his undergraduate. (page 5) 

4. His fraternity brothers made a bet with 
him that he could not get into the FBI 
so him applying started as a bet. (page 
5) 

5. He was born in Lebanon where he 
deal with important people in his life 
dying all the time because of all the 
violence that was occurring. (page 7) 

6. When has was a young boy he 
remembers sitting by the stairs 
hugging them because of the bombs 
going off around him. (page 7) 

1. He was the only agent that can speak 
fluent arabic so the put him on the 
al-Qaeda case because he started 
reading on al-Qaeda at the beginning 
of his time in the FBI.  (page 17) 

2. He is always flying to different places 
to help different countries build cases 
on specific people that are working for 
al-Qaeda. (page 161) 

3. He accepted the offer to the FBI after 
16 weeks of training and he was a 
special agent who would work in the 
New York office. (page 9) 

4. He worked for Tom Donlon on squad 
I-40 where he did operational things 
but then worked with agents on squad 
I-49. (page 16) 

5. His boss, John o'Neill and him ended 
up often being the last people in the 
office and end up going out to dinner 
often.  (page 16) 

6. He understood John’s perspective on 
cases (page 30). 

7. He study clippings of papers and BBC 
documents. (page 65) 

8. He and John integrated Jamal Fadl. 
(page 71) 

9. The read of the Fatwa and worked on 



7. He went to Villanova University for 
his master degree in international 
studies. (page 8) 

8. Life in New York City was very 
different from Lebanon and also rural 
Pennsylvania where he had lived for 
many years before becoming an agent. 
(page 9) 

9. He had a hobby of studying Osama 
Bin Laden outside of work to get to 
know the millionaire better because he 
has always been interest in the effects 
of non state actors on global stability. 
(page 10) 

studying what Osama said. (page 70) 
10. The integrated Junior which greatly 

helped them with information on 
al-Qaeda. (page 72) 

11. He got woken up to be told that two 
United States Embassies were 
attacked. (page 81) 

12. He came with the idea that al-Qaeda 
was behind the attacks due to earlier 
threats. (page 81) 

13. He wrote an analysis for John to 
present to the group on al-Qaeda. 

14. He was told he had to stay in United 
States work the case from New York 
offering any new information that the 
guys in Nairobi need. (page 86) 

15. His birthday spent in London working 
on new leads on one of the guys they 
had locked up over there. (page 97) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

His life outside of being a FBI Agent His life as an FBI Agent 

1. He had no wife or children. 
2. He wanted to know the personal 

outside of work and know them as a 
person. (page 4) 

3. He was an Irishman and he said the 
O’Neills were known for their strength 
and bravery. (page 204) 

4.  

1. He was always the first one in the 
office and the last one to leave.(page 
24) 

2. He would get used to Ali being late in 
the office and just call him at his desk 
and invite him to a late night dinner. 
(page 24) 

3. He thought it was very important to 
have good personal relationships with 
other foreign officials. (page 25) 

4. John famous words were, “The bad 
guys work nonstop, so do we. and also 
liked to say you have to let it consume 
you there in no break.” (page 29) 

5. He was said to be married to his work 
or his job. (page 29) 

6. He would call all agents at an time in 
the night with information on the case 
they were working on. (page 29)  

7. He died in the in 9/11 attacks. (page 
30) 

8. He and Ali integrated Jamal Fadl. 
(page 71) 

9. The read of the Fatwa and worked on 
studying what Osama said. (page 70) 

10. The integrated Junior which greatly 
helped them with information on 
al-Qaeda. (page 72) 

11. He got called into a very important 



meeting with United States Officials 
from all groups. (page 83) 

12. He had a meeting with Rasheed where 
he got information off which was very 
important for the steps in al-Qaeda. 
(page 86) 

13. They were able to track the phone 
number given by Rasheed. (page 87) 

14. He and Ali discussed terrorism when 
he got back from London. (page 105) 

15. He came to help with issues he was 
having with government of in Yemen. 
(page 179) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

His life outside of being a terrorist. His life as being a terrorist. 

1. He was part of the Royal family in 
Saudi Arabia. (page 10 

2. He fought in the Afghanistan War 
against the Soviet Union for the jihad 
or muslim people.  (page 10) 

3. His royal parents disowned him. 
4. He was the 17th child of 54 children 

by his dad. (page 10) 
5. He was born on March 10th, 1957 and 

his mother was Hamida al-Attas. (page 
11) 

6.  

1. He made fatwa against the American 
people 1993 and 1996.  Which is a 
declaration of war on the American 
people. 

2. He started al-Qaeda after the 
Afghanistan War. 

3. At the beginning of al-Qaeda he didn’t 
lead all Mujahideen because there 
were other Sunni Terrorist groups. 
(page 32). 

4. He sent his leaders to Sudan to check 
the area out. (page 33)  

5. He made it required to that all 
al-Qaeda members are at the prayer 
after sunset events. 

6. He asked el-Hage to call al-Ridi so 
that he could offer him a job. (page 
37) 

7. Osama returned to Afghanistan from 
Sudan. (page 61) 

8. Osama trained new man to fight for 
him the right way. (page 62) 

9. Osama made a speech about goals and 
what they were expected to do while 
in this group. (page 65) 

10. He had a meeting with Tayyib.(page 
66). 

11. He fired Jamal al-Fadl for stealing 
money from group. (page 67) 



12. Issued a second Fatwa against the 
United States on February 23, 1998. 
(page 70) 

13. Did attacks on Nairobi which killed 12 
Americans. (page 80) 

14. Did the attack on Dar es Salaam on a 
United States Embassy. (page 81) 

15.  Osama was controlling  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Wadih el-Hage 

His life outside of being a terrorist His life as being a terrorist 

1. He is a christian boy and was born in 
Lebanon. (page 25) 

2. He had a lot of muslim friends which 
caused him to convert over to muslim 
faith. (page 26) 

3. His family shunned him for becoming 
muslim. 

4. He came back to the United States and 
study at the University of 
Southwestern Louisiana. (page 26) 

5. He got married to a 18 year old 
American Muslim in 1989. (page 26) 

6. He became a United States citizen. 
(page 26) 

1. He was inspired by Azzam to fight 
against the Soviets in Afghanistan. 
(page 26) 

2. He served as an aid to Azzam and he 
translated military books to the 
fighters. (page 26) 

3. Him and Osama meet each other and 
formed a relationship. (page 26) 

4. He traveled a lot to Peshawar for 
Osama Bin Laden. 

5. He was very good friends with al-Ridi. 
(page 27) 

6. He called al-Ridi to buy a plane for 
Osama Bin Laden. (page 28) 

7. He called al-Ridi for help with the 
plane for Osama wanted to fly it. 
(page 38) 

8. He was working in Nairobi at the Help 
African People a charity. (page 38) 

9. He was later sent to lead in the 
Fawwaz in Kenya. (page 42) 

10. He went to Tuscon mosque to worship 
there God. (page 46) 

11. He received a phone call from New 
York City and this man wanted to 
meet with him and talk in 1990. (page 
46) 

12. Then someone called him again in 
1991 to meet with a man in 



Brooklyn’s mosque. (page 47) 
13. He went and visited El Sayyid Nosair 

in Rikers Island on March 1, 1991. 
(page 49) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Essam al-Ridi 

 

His life outside of being a terrorist His life as being a terrorist 

1. He was born in Egypt and lived in 
Kuwait. (page 26) 

2. He studied engineering but couldn’t 
find a job when he went back to 
Kuwait. (page 26) 

3. He went back to the United States and 
got his pilot license. (page 26) 

4. He went back to the United States to 
be flight instructor in Texas. (page 27) 

5. He eventually took a job for an 
Egyptian airlines to fly planes for 
them all over the world. (page 38) 

1. He meet Azzam in New York and they 
kept in contact which let him to be 
able to help him with Afghan 
mujahideen in Pakistan. (page 26) 

2. He traveled for 18 months and shipped 
things for them back and forth 
between countries. (page 27) 

3. He didn’t like Osama Bin Laden at all 
in the beginning.  (page 27) 

4. He told Azzam he could no longer do 
it so he let his Egyptian passport run 
out so he couldn’t fly anymore. (page 
27)  

5. He though order things for Azzam and 
did as he said he would by staying true 
to his promise. (page 27) 

6. When people other than Azzam want 
thing from him like Osama Bin Laden 
they had to go through al-Hage. (page 
27) 

7. Him and al-Hage where really good 
friends. (page 27) 

8. He didn’t like Osama Bin Laden 
because he was a man leading the 
military with no military background 
or experience. (page 37) 

9. He would be strictly be doing business 
for Osama and not be in the jihad. 
(page 37) 

10. He continued to fly things around for 



Osama Bin Laden and delivery and 
drop things off while living in another 
country. (page 38) 

11. The plane needed to be fixed so 
el-Hage flew over to help fix it so it 
would start running well again. (page 
38) 

12. He had to fly into Nairobi and then 
would be taken to the plane. (page 38) 

13. The plane ended up blowing up after 
they tried to fix it when they tried to 
fly it. (page 39) 

 


